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Is one rat the same as another, or two mice similar?  The short answer is no! They aren’t research tools or chemicals but living beings. Where you obtained them from, how you look after or handle them, and many other factors can substantially change the data you get from them.  Over 70% of animal studies are not translatable to humans because of inappropriate experimental design and lack of awareness or consideration of the impact of the research animal and its welfare on the data obtained.  This workshop will provide you with the knowledge and tools to ensure that the data you obtain from your experiments involving research animals is reproducible and reliable. Topics to be covered include the impact of research animals and their welfare on data; how and when to assess animal welfare; experimental design and sources of bias; the application of the 3Rs in practice; humane endpoints and how to select them; publishing animal experiments and much more!
This workshop wont replicate anything you may have learnt in any previous training you may have had, for example the modular training you may have completed if you hold a licences under the Animal (Scientific Procedures) Act - A(SP)A.  It is designed for all research students who use vertebrate research animals in their research, whether this research is regulated under A(SP)A or involves wild or captive animals.  It is not suitable for students who use research animals solely for a source of tissues or cell cultures.
